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CURRENT STATUS OF GLOBALLY HARMONIZED SYSTEM OF 

CLASSIFICATION AND LABELING OF CHEMICALS (GHS) 

• LESOTHO HAS NOT STARTED WORK ON THE GLOBAL 
HARMONIZATION OF STANDARDS IN THE AREA OF 
CLASSIFICATION AND LABELING OF CHEMICALS; THERE ARE 
NO STANDARDS ADOPTED YET. 

 

 

•  IN MOST CASES LESOTHO IMPORT CHEMICALS.   

 

 

• NEVERTHELESS, THERE ARE LEGISLATIVE INSTRUMENTS 
THAT ARE USED FOR THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN HEALTH 
AND ENVIRONMENT DURING HANDLING, TRANSPORTATION 
AND USE OF CHEMICALS IN THE COUNTRY. THE 
LEGISLATION INSTRUMENTS THAT CAN BE RECALLED ARE:  



1.  LABOUR CODE (CHEMICAL SAFETY) 
REGULATIONS 2003   

 
– THIS IS CONSIDERED MOST RELEVANT LEGISLATION 

ON CHEMICAL MANAGEMENT IN THE MANNER THAT ITS 
REQUIREMENTS OF CLASSIFICATION, LABELING AND 
COMMUNICATION ELEMENTS ARE WELL STIPULATED.  

– ACCORDING TO THIS CODE, TRANSPORTATION OF 
DANGEROUS GOODS IS BASED ON THE UNITED 
NATIONS REGULATIONS. 

– AND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS CODE IS DONE BY 
THE LABOUR INSPECTORS 

 

2. ENVIRONMENTAL ACT 2008 – SECTION 81 

 

3. THERE IS ALSO A BILL ON CHEMICAL AND 
PESTICIDES MANAGEMENT 



• ADDITIONALLY, THE “LESOTHO DECENT WORK COUNTRY 
PROGRAMME 2010 – 2015” IS CURRENTLY RUNNING.  

 

 

• THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE (ILO) PROVIDES 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE WITH RESPECT TO A MULTI-
FACETED APPROACH, INCLUDING EFFORTS TO IMPROVE 
VERTICAL INTEGRATION, DIVERSIFYING MARKETS, 
ENHANCEMENT OF PRODUCTION, AND ENSURING 
COMPLIANCE AT HIGH LEVELS WITH LABOUR AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS TO ENSURE THE SURVIVAL 
OF THE TEXTILE AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES.  

 

 

•  THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS PROGRAMME IS BASED ON A 
STRONG PARTNERSHIP WITH OTHER GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS/MINISTRIES OUTSIDE THE TRADITIONAL ILO 
CONSTITUENTS AS WELL AS UN SYSTEM IN LESOTHO. 



FUTURE PLANS  

• THE LESOTHO CHEMICALS MANAGEMENT 
CAPACITY ASSESSMENT WAS ADOPTED IN 
THE YEAR 2010. ;  

 

• AS A RESULT,  OUT OF IT , ONE OF THE 
LONG TERM PRIORITIES IS TO  IMPROVE 
THE SYSTEMS OF LABELING ALL FORMS OF 
CHEMICALS IN THE COUNTRY THROUGH 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF GHS; SEE TABLE 2 
OVERLEAF:- 



Source:   “Capacity Assessment for the Sound Management of  Chemicals and   National 

     SAICM implementation - 2010” 



Source:   “Capacity Assessment for the Sound Management of Chemicals and   National SAICM         

     Implementation - 2010” 



CHALLENGES EXPERIENCED WITH REGARDS TO THE 

REGULATIONS DEVELOPED IN LESOTHO  

1. THERE IS LACK OF COORDINATION AND LACK 
OF COMMUNICATION, AT COUNTY LEVEL, 
AMONG THE IMPLEMENTORS OF REGULATIONS. 

 

  I.E. THERE IS A NOTICEABLE NON-COMPLIANCE WITH 
LABOUR CODE (CHEMICAL SAFETY) REGULATIONS 2003  
THAT IS , IN SOME CASES CHEMICALS USED AT THE 
FACTORIES ARE NOT CLASSIFIED AND ARE NOT LABELED  

 – THE QUESTION THAT MAY ARISE IS HOW DID THEY GET 
INTO THE COUNTY WHILE MINISTRY OF LABOUR, MINISTRY 
OF TRADE AND MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT ARE THERE. 
WHILE WONDERING YOU WILL FIND OUT THAT SOMEONE 
THERE ALLOWED THAT WITHOUT CONSIDERING OR NOT 
BEING AWARE OF OTHER LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
FROM OTHER RELEVANT MINISTRIES. 



2. THE SADC TECHNICAL REGULATIONS LIAISON COMMITTEE 
(SADCTRLC) HAS NOT YET BEEN ESTABLISHED IN THE 
COUNTRY- EVEN THOUGH THERE ARE SOME MOVES DONE 
TO ACHIEVE THAT, THE PROGRESS IS VERY SLOW. 
HOWEVER IT IS OBSERVED THAT THERE IS A NEED FOR 
SENSITIZATION OF STAKEHOLDERS.  THE MINISTRY OF 
TRADE AND INDUSTRY, COOPERATIVES AND MARKETING IS 
TAKING A LEAD ON THAT MATTER. 

 

 

 

3. THERE IS NO NATIONAL STANDARDS BODY; WE ONLY HAVE 
A NATIONAL FOCAL POINT BEING MINISTRY OF TRADE AND 
INDUSTRY, COOPERATIVES AND MARKETING, THEREFORE  
THERE IS NO ONE RESPONSIBLE FOR DEVELOPING 
STANDARDS IN THE COUNTRY 
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THANK YOU! 

 


